CENTRAL AREA PLANNING COMMISSION 
200 North Spring Street, Room 272, Los Angeles, California, 90012-4801, (213) 978-1300 
www.planning,. lacity.org 


LETTER OF DETERMINATION 


MAILING DATE: NOVEMBER 7, 2023 


Case No. APCC-2023-1163-SPE-SPP Council District: 13 — Soto-Martinez 
CEQA: ENV-2023-1 165-CE 
Plan Area: Hollywood 


Project Site: | 6706 — 6712 West Hollywood Boulevard; 
1650 — 1654 North McCadden Place 


Applicant: Tony Henrik Hambarchian, Netflix 
Representative: Scott Hampton, YESCO, LLC 


At its meeting of October 24, 2023, the Central Los Angeles Area Planning Commission took the 
actions below in conjunction with the approval of the following Project: 


The installation of an approximately 40 square-foot Digital Display sign located on the existing 
roof within the interior courtyard of the Grauman's Egyptian Theater building. The sign face is 
approximately two feet, five inches in height and 16 feet, three inches in width, and the sign is 
mounted to a metal frame which is affixed to the roof. The sign will be located 28 feet, seven 
inches above grade, as measured from the top of the sign face to grade, and 25 feet, four inches 
in height, as measured from the bottom of the sign frame to grade. 


The sign will face Hollywood Boulevard and will be set back approximately 142 feet from the front 
lot line. The sign will be located on the roof that extends over the entrance to the theater and will 
be used to advertise movies and movie times. It will be updated with different movie titles and 
times as movies are rotated in and out for exhibition. It will feature a color LED display, with red 
and white text atop a black background and will include the Netflix ‘N’ logo. No other images or 
graphics are proposed. 


1. Determined, based on the whole of the administrative record, the Project is exempt from the 
CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15311 (Class 11), and there is no 
substantial evidence demonstrating that an exception to a categorical exemption, pursuant 
to Section 15300.2, applies; 

2. Approved, pursuant to Section 6.F of the Hollywood Signage Supplemental Use District 
(HSSUD) and Section 11.5.7 C of the Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC), a Specific Plan 
Project Permit Compliance Review to permit the installation of a Digital Display sign in the 
Hollywood Signage Supplemental Use District (HSSUD); 

3. Approved, pursuant to Section 6.H of the Hollywood Signage Supplemental Use District 
(HSSUD) and LAMC Section 11.5.7 F, a Specific Plan Exception to permit the installation of 
a Digital Display sign in the form of a Roof Sign, in lieu of a Wall Sign or a Marquee Sign, as 
otherwise permitted by Section 7.C of the HSSUD; 

4. Approved, pursuant to Section 6.H of the Hollywood Signage Supplemental Use District 
(HSSUD) and LAMC Section 11.5.7 F, a Specific Plan Exception to permit the installation of 
a Digital Display located 25 feet, 4 inches above grade, as measured vertically, in lieu of the 
35 to 75 feet above grade as otherwise required by Section 7.C.1 of the HSSUD; 
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5. Approved, pursuant to Section 6.H of the Hollywood Signage Supplemental Use District 
(HSSUD) and LAMC Section 11.5.7 F, a Specific Plan Exception to permit a Solid Panel Roof 
Sign, as otherwise not permitted by Section 5.B of the HSSUD; 

6. Adopted the attached Conditions of Approval; and 

7. Adopted the attached Findings. 


The vote proceeded as follows: 


Moved: Kang 

Second: Stromberg 

Ayes: Geaga, Lawrence 
Absent: DelGado 

Vote: -0 


Cechia/Camas,/Conimission Executive Assistant Il 
Central Los Alygelles Area Planning Commission 


Fiscal Impact Statement: There is no General Fund impact as administrative costs are recovered 
through fees. 


Effective Date/Appeals: The decision of the Central Los Angeles Area Planning Commission is 
appealable to City Council within 15 days after the mailing date of this determination letter. Any 
appeal not filed within the 15-day period shall not be considered by the Council. All appeals shall 
be filed on forms provided at the Planning Department's Development Service Centers located 
at: 201 North Figueroa Street, Fourth Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90012; or 6262 Van Nuys 
Boulevard, Suite 251, Van Nuys, CA 914071. 


FINAL APPEAL DATE: NOVEMBER 22, 2023 


Notice: An appeal of the CEQA clearance for the Project pursuant to Public Resources Code 
Section 21151(c) is only available if the Determination of the non-elected decision-making body 
(e.g., ZA, AA, APC, CPC) is not further appealable and the decision is final. 


If you seek judicial review of any decision of the City pursuant to California Code of Civil 
Procedure Section 1094.5, the petition for writ of mandate pursuant to that section must be 
filed no later than the 90th day following the date on which the City's decision became final 
pursuant to California Code of Civil Procedure Section 1094.6. There may be other time limits 
which also affect your ability to seek judicial review. 


Attachments: Conditions of Approval, Findings, Appeal Filing Procedures 
c: Jane Choi, Principal City Planner 


Valentina Knox-Jones, City Planner 
Dylan Lawrence, City Planning Associate 


APCC-2023-1163-SPE-SPP C-1 


CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 


1. Site Development. Except as modified herein, the project shall be in substantial 
conformance with the plans and materials submitted by the applicant, stamped Exhibit “A,” 
and attached to the subject case file. No change to the plans will be made without prior 
review by the Department of City Planning, Central Project Planning Division, and written 
approval by the Director of Planning. Each change shall be identified and justified in writing. 
Minor deviations may be allowed in order to comply with the provisions of the Municipal 
Code, the project conditions, or the project permit authorization. 


2. Signage approved under this determination. The approval shall be limited to one (1) 
Digital Display Sign located on the portico roof, as shown in “Exhibit A”. 


a. Prior to the issuance of sign permit for the subject sign, the Applicant shall provide 
proof of a recorded Covenant and Agreement Regarding Maintenance of On-Site 
Digital Signs with the Department of Building and Safety. 


3. Use. The one (1) Digital Display Sign shall only be used to display movie titles and 
showtimes, as shown in “Exhibit A”. No moving images are permitted. 


4. Additional signage. There shall be no additional signs installed on the subject structure 
except as approved in previous and subsequent Hollywood Signage Supplemental Use 
District approvals. 


5. |Unpermitted signage. All unpermitted signage must be removed prior to the issuance of a 
building permit for a sign in accordance with Section 7.1 of the Hollywood Signage 
Supplemental Use District. 


6. On-site Signage. The one (1) Digital Display Sign shall be limited to on-site signage only. 
Off-site signage shall not be permitted. 


7. Area. The area of the one (1) Digital Display Sign shall not exceed 40 square feet and shall 
be in accordance with this Sign District. 


8. Maximum Allowable Sign Area. The one (1) Digital Display Sign shall be subject to the 
Maximum Permitted Combined Sign Area for the site. 


9. Location. The one (1) Digital Display Sign shall comply with the following, except where 
noted: 


a. The bottom of the one (1) Digital Display Sign, as measured vertically from the 
bottom of the sign frame to grade, shall be no lower than 25 feet, 4 inches above 
grade. 


b. The top of the one (1) Digital Display Sign, as measured vertically, shall not be 
greater than 75 feet above grade. 


c. The one (1) Digital Display Sign must be placed on the portico roof location as 
shown in “Exhibit A” and shall face Hollywood Boulevard. 


10. Sign Materials. All sign materials shall be approved by the Los Angeles Fire Department 
and the Department of Building and Safety. 
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11. 


12. 


Mounting. All mounting procedures shall be to the satisfaction of the Los Angeles 
Department of Building and Safety. 


Illumination. The one (1) Digital Display Sign shall have both a daytime and a nighttime 
illumination. The nighttime illumination shall be 700 NITS and the daytime illumination shall 
be 7000 NITS. 


Administrative Conditions of Approval 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


IT 


18. 


19. 


20. 


Final Plans. Prior to the issuance of any building permits for the project by the Department 
of Building and Safety, the applicant shall submit all final construction plans that are awaiting 
issuance of a building permit by the Department of Building and Safety for final review and 
approval by the Department of City Planning. All plans that are awaiting issuance of a 
building permit by the Department of Building and Safety shall be stamped by Department 
of City Planning. A copy of the Plans Approved, supplied by the applicant, shall be retained 
in the subject case file. 


Notations on Plans. Plans submitted to the Department of Building and Safety, for the 
purpose of processing a building permit application, shall include all of the Conditions of 
Approval herein attached as a cover sheet and shall include any modifications or notations 
required herein. 


Approval, Verification and Submittals. Copies of any approvals, guarantees or 
verification of consultations, review of approval, plans, etc., as may be required by the 
subject conditions, shall be provided to the Department of City Planning prior to clearance 
of any building permits, for placement in the subject file. 


Code Compliance. Use, area, height, and yard regulations of the zone classification of the 
Subject Property shall be complied with, except where granted conditions differ herein. 


Department of Building and Safety. The granting of this determination by the Director of 
Planning does not in any way indicate full compliance with applicable provisions of the Los 
Angeles Municipal Code Chapter IX (Building Code). Any corrections and/or modifications 
to plans made subsequent to this determination by a Department of Building and Safety 
Plan Check Engineer that affect any part of the exterior design or appearance of the project 
as approved by the Director, and which are deemed necessary by the Department of 
Building and Safety for Building Code compliance, shall require a referral of the revised 
plans back to the Department of City Planning for additional review and sign-off prior to the 
issuance of any permit in connection with those plans. 


Enforcement. Compliance with these conditions and the intent of these conditions shall be 
to the satisfaction of the Department of City Planning. 


Expiration. In the event that this grant is not utilized within three years of its effective date 
(the day following the last day that an appeal may be filed), the grant shall be considered 
null and void. Issuance of a building permit, and the initiation of, and diligent continuation 
of, construction activity shall constitute utilization for the purposes of this grant. 


Recording Covenant. Prior to the issuance of any permits relative to this matter, 
a covenant acknowledging and agreeing to comply with all the terms and conditions 
established herein shall be recorded in the County Recorder's Office. The agreement 
(standard master covenant and agreement form CP-6770) shall run with the land and shall 
be binding on any subsequent owners, heirs or assigns. The agreement with the conditions 
attached must be submitted to the Development Services Center for approval before being 
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21. 


recorded. After recordation, a certified copy bearing the Recorder's number and date shall 
be provided to the Development Services Center at the time of Condition Clearance for 
attachment to the subject case file. 


Indemnification and Reimbursement of Litigation Costs. 


Applicant shall do all of the following: 


(i) 


Defend, indemnify and hold harmless the City from any and all actions against the 


City relating to or arising out of, in whole or in part, the City’s processing and 
approval of this entitlement, including but_not limited to, an action to attack, 
challenge, set aside, void, or otherwise modify or annul the approval of the 
entitlement, the environmental review of the entitlement, or the approval of 
subsequent permit decisions, or to claim personal property damage, including from 
inverse condemnation or any other constitutional claim. 


(ii) Reimburse the City for any and all costs incurred in defense of an action related to 


or arising out of, in whole or in part, the City’s processing and approval of the 
entitlement, including but not limited to payment of all court costs and attorney’s 
fees, costs of any judgments or awards against the City (including an award of 
attorney’s fees), damages, and/or settlement costs 


(iii) Submit an initial deposit for the City’s litigation costs to the City within 10 days’ 


notice of the City tendering defense to the applicant and requesting a deposit. The 
initial deposit shall be in an amount set by the City Attorney’s Office, in its sole 
discretion, based on the nature and scope of action, but in no event shall the initial 
deposit be less than $50,000. The City’s failure to notice or collect the deposit does 
not relieve the applicant from responsibility to reimburse the City pursuant to the 
requirement in paragraph (ii). 


(iv) Submit supplemental deposits upon notice by the City. Supplemental deposits may 


be required in an increased amount from the initial deposit if found necessary by 
the City to protect the City’s interests. The City’s failure to notice or collect the 
deposit does not relieve the applicant from responsibility to reimburse the City 
pursuant to the requirement in paragraph (ii). 


(v) If the City determines it necessary to protect the City’s interest, execute an 


indemnity and reimbursement agreement with the City under terms consistent with 
the requirements of this condition. 


The City shall notify the applicant within a reasonable period of time of its receipt of any 
action and the City shall cooperate in the defense. If the City fails to notify the applicant of 
any claim, action, or proceeding in a reasonable time, or if the City fails to reasonably 
cooperate in the defense, the applicant shall not thereafter be responsible to defend, 
indemnify or hold harmless the City. 


The City shall have the sole right to choose its counsel, including the City Attorney’s office 
or outside counsel. At its sole discretion, the City may participate at its own expense in 
the defense of any action, but such participation shall not relieve the applicant of any 
obligation imposed by this condition. In the event the applicant fails to comply with this 
condition, in whole or in part, the City may withdraw its defense of the action, void its 
approval of the entitlement, or take any other action. The City retains the 
right to make all decisions with respect to its representations in any legal proceeding, 
including its inherent right to abandon or settle litigation. 
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For purposes of this condition, the following definitions apply: 


“City” shall be defined to include the City, its agents, officers, boards, commissions, 
committees, employees, and volunteers. 


“Action” shall be defined to include suits, proceedings (including those held under 
alternative dispute resolution procedures), claims, or lawsuits. Actions includes 
actions, as defined herein, alleging failure to comply with any federal, state or local 
law. 


Nothing in the definitions included in this paragraph are intended to limit the rights of the 
City or the obligations of the applicant otherwise created by this condition. 
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FINDINGS 


Entitlement Findings 


Findings for Specific Plan Project Permit Compliance pursuant to LAMC Section 11.5.7 C. 


1. 


For signage proposed on Historic-Cultural Monuments, Historic Buildings, or buildings 
identified in a historic survey established by the Director or the CRA, the Cultural 
Heritage Commission has found the project to be in conformance with Article 22.171 
of the LAAC. 


The existing building on which the proposed sign would be installed is a Historic Cultural 
Monument (Los Angeles HCM No. 584) and is a contributor to the Hollywood Boulevard 
Commercial and Entertainment District, which is listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places. The Department of City Planning’s Office of Historic Resources staff reviewed the 
proposed sign and advised that it be presented to the City’s Cultural Heritage Commission 
(CHC) for review and feedback. The Commission’s review authority falls under the Cultural 
Heritage Ordinance for conformance with the Secretary of the Interiors Standards for 
Rehabilitation. The applicant presented the proposed sign to the CHC on May 4, 2023. 


Office of Historic Resources staff later issued a comment letter dated May 17, 2023, which 
described the suggestions made by the CHC at its May 4, 2023 meeting. Two commissioners 
found the proposed signage to be acceptable as proposed; the remaining two commissioners 
requested that the proposed signage be redesigned, as they preferred a version similar to 
what they had seen in a previous presentation related to the renovation of the Egyptian 
Theater. In light of this feedback, the applicant made minor changes to the design, including 
limiting the text to two lines and the display to three colors. Office of Historic Resources staff 
have reviewed the proposed plans and the Technical Report prepared by Historic Resources 
Group, dated May 26, 2023, and have confirmed that the proposed project is in conformance 
with Article 22.171 of the LAAC. The proposed project is therefore consistent with Article 
22.171 of the LAAC. 


All existing and proposed signs do not obscure street views of Character Defining 
Features of Historic Buildings, Historic Signage, the Hollywood Hills or the Hollywood 
Sign. 


The Egyptian Theater contains a number of character defining features that contribute to its 
status as a historic building. According to the Historic Resources Report prepared by Historic 
Resources Group, these include the outdoor forecourt leading to the entrance of the theater 
building, a separate retail structure on the easterly portion of the site, a prominent blade sign 
(“Egyptian”) located on the wall along the front lot line, exterior walls along Hollywood 
Boulevard with torus molding, wall-mounted light fixtures, cement plaster scored in an ashlar 
pattern, a portico located above the main entrance to the building, decorative paintings and 
murals on the exterior walls, and stepped parapet walls. The site underwent a restoration in 
1998 that was intended to rehabilitate the buildings and ensure that the Egyptian Theater 
retained its historic features. 


The proposed Digital Display Sign does not obscure street views of character defining features 
of Historic Buildings, Historic Signage, the Hollywood Hills, or the Hollywood Sign, as the 
Digital Display will be located approximately 25 feet, 4 inches from grade level from the bottom 
of the sign frame and 28 feet, 7 inches from grade level from the top of the sign face, as 
measured vertically and will not exceed the height of the existing structure. As the sign will 
not exceed the existing height of the structure, the sign will not obscure views of the 
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surrounding area. The proposed sign has also been reviewed by Office of Historic Resources 
Staff and the Cultural Heritage Commission and was not found to be obscuring street reviews 
of character defining features of the historic Egyptian Theater. As such, this project complies 
with Finding 2. 


3. All proposed signage complies with the applicable regulations found in Sections 5 and 
7 of this Ordinance. 


As noted in the findings below, the project complies with all applicable regulations found in 
Section 5 and Section 7 of the Hollywood Signage Supplemental Use District (Ordinance 
181,340), except where noted. The applicant has requested a Specific Plan Exception for all 
HSSUD regulations that the proposed project does not comply with. 


A. Prohibited Signs. Section 5.B. of the Hollywood Signage Supplemental Use District 
(HSSUD) states that the following signs shall be prohibited: Billboards, Can Signs, Captive 
Balloon Signs, High Rise Signs, Illuminated Architectural Canopy Signs, Pole Signs, 
Sandwich Board Signs, Signs for which a permit is required on Vacant Property, Signs 
covering window exteriors, except as Window Signs pursuant to Section 7 of this 
Ordinance, Solid Panel Roof Signs, Supergraphic Signs, and any sign not specifically 
authorized by this Ordinance or the Code. 


The proposed project consists of the construction of one (1) Digital Display Sign located 
on the roof of the Egyptian Theater for display of on-site content, as identified by the 
Applicant. Given its location, the proposed Digital Display could be considered a Solid 
Panel Roof sign, which is defined by the HSSUD as “a type of Roof Sign consisting of one 
or more solid opaque panels that in the aggregate equal more than one-third of the overall 
area of the sign face.” The proposed sign consists of one solid opaque panel, which 
accounts for the entirety of the overall area of the sign face. Although the sign is located 
on the roof of the portico, the roof is a secondary roof structure and is not the rooftop of 
the main structure. Additionally, based on the size of the sign and it’s intended use for 
viewing by patrons in the forecourt, the sign does not function as a typical rooftop sign. As 
such, the applicant has requested a Specific Plan Exception to permit a Digital Display 
sign located on the portico roof. 


B. Freestanding Signs. Section 5.C. of the Hollywood Signage Supplemental Use District 
states that there shall be no more than one of the following sign types per lot: Billboard, 
Pillar Sign or Pole Sign. The instant request is for the approval of one Digital Display Sign. 
As such, Section 5.C does not apply to this project. 


C. Permitted Off-Site Signage. Section 5.D. of the Hollywood Signage Supplemental Use 
District states off-site advertising is permitted within the Supplemental Use District on any 
type of permitted sign except that no off-site advertising is permitted on Architectural 
Ledge Signs, Awning Signs, Monument Signs, Pedestrian Signs, or Wall Signs. The sign 
subject to this Project Permit Compliance entitlement request is one (1) Digital Display 
Sign. The Digital Display Sign is utilized to announce on-site movie titles and showtimes 
for the Egyptian Theater. The project has been conditioned to comply with this 
requirement. As such, the sign is not utilized for off-site advertising and therefore the 
project complies with Section 5.D of the Supplemental Use District. 


D. Maximum Permitted Combined Sign Area. Section 5.E. of the Hollywood Signage 
Supplemental Use District states that the maximum permitted combined sign area on a lot 
for all Architectural Ledge Signs, Awning Signs, Digital Displays, Illuminated Architectural 
Canopy Signs, Hanging Signs, Information Signs, Marquee Signs, Monument Signs, 
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Pedestrian Signs, Pillar Signs, Pole Signs, legally non-conforming Projecting Signs, Wall 
Signs, and Window Signs shall not exceed two square feet of signage for each foot of 
linear street frontage. The square-footage of signage must be utilized on the same street 
frontage which permitted the area. Additionally, if this total is greater than the square 
footage permitted by the Municipal Code, the Municipal Code shall prevail. 


The project is proposing the construction of one Digital Display Sign, which will be a new 
sign and not an existing non-conforming sign. The Digital Display Sign measures a total 
signage area of 40 square feet and will be visible from Hollywood Boulevard. There are 
three (3) additional legally permitted signs currently on-site or approved for installation (as 
shown in “Exhibit A”, including one (1) wall sign measuring 70 square feet, one (1) 
Pedestrian Sign measuring 4 square feet, and one (1) historic legal non-conforming 
Projecting sign that measures 152 square feet. Per the Technical Report prepared by 
Historic Resources Group (May 26, 2023), the Projecting Sign is historic and therefore 
does not contribute to the site’s Maximum Permitted Combined Sign Area. 


The project site has 74 feet of frontage along Hollywood Boulevard, which allows it a 
Maximum Combined Sign Area of 148 square feet. The area of the proposed Digital 
Display, combined with the existing wall sign and Pedestrian Sign, accounts for 113.27 
square feet, which is less than the 148 square feet of Maximum Permitted Combined Sign 
area allotted to the site. This leaves a remaining quantity of 34.73 square feet of signage 
which could be constructed along Hollywood Boulevard. As the proposed Digital Display 
Sign area does not exceed the maximum permitted combined sign area for Hollywood 
Boulevard, the project complies with Section 5.E. of the Supplemental Use District. 


E. Fire Safety. Section 5.G. of the Hollywood Signage Supplemental Use District states that 
all new signs and sign support structures shall be made of noncombustible materials or 
plastics approved by both the Fire Department and the Department of Building and Safety. 
The project has been conditioned to comply with this requirement, and as such, the project 
complies with Section 5.G. of the Supplemental Use District. 


F. Illumination. Section 5.H. of the Hollywood Signage Supplemental Use District states that 
illuminated signs shall be designed, located, or screened so as to minimize direct light 
sources onto walls of residential units and into windows of commercial buildings. If signs 
are to be externally lit, the source of the external illumination shall be shielded from public 
view. The theater is accessed from a forecourt along Hollywood Boulevard and as such, 
the sign is set back 142 feet from the front lot line. Based on the placement of the sign, 
existing structures block the visibility of the sign from adjacent commercial uses on the 
southern side of Hollywood Boulevard. The nearest residential uses are the apartments 
located approximately 370 feet north of the site which are accessed from McCadden Place 
and Las Palmas Avenue. Based on the size of the sign (2 feet, 5 inches in height and 16 
feet, 3 inches in width) and placement, the sign will not result in direct light impacts to 
these residential uses, nor will it result in light spilling onto walls of residential uses or into 
commercial building windows. As such, the project complies with Section 5.H. of the 
Supplemental Use District. 


G. Standards for Specific Types of Signs. Sections 7.A. through 7.M. describe the 
standards for Architectural Ledge Signs, Awning Signs, Digital Displays, Hanging Signs, 
Information Signs, Marquee Signs, Monument Signs, Open Panel Roof Signs, Pedestrian 
Signs, Pillar Signs, Projecting Signs, Temporary Signs, Wall Signs, and Window Signs. 
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Project Permit Compliance Review is not required for any Architectural Ledge Signs, 
Awning Signs, Hanging Signs, Information Signs, Monument Signs, Pedestrian Signs, 
Temporary Signs, Wall Signs (less than 75 square-feet in area), and Window Signs. As 
such, review of any of the above-mentioned signs would be permitted ministerially through 
a sign-off process. If the applicant chooses to propose any of those abovementioned sign 
types, conformance with Section 7 standards will be required during the Plan Check 
Process. 


However, Project Permit Compliance Review is required for Digital Displays, Marquee 
Signs, Open Panel Roof Signs, Pillar Signs, Projecting Signs, Signs which utilize area 
bonuses, and Wall Signs (greater than 75 square-feet in area). The project proposes one 
of these sign types — a Digital Display Sign, which is the subject of this entitlement request. 
As such, the project must show conformance with the Digital Display Sign requirements 
of Section 7.C. as noted in the findings below. As such, Section 7.A., Section 7.B., and 
Sections 7.D. through 7.M. do not apply to the subject entitlement. 


H. Standards for Digital Displays. Section 7.C. of the Hollywood Signage Supplemental 
Use District states that, notwithstanding Section 14.4 of the Municipal Code, Digital 
Display shall only be permitted as a Wall Sign or a Marquee Sign, and only if it complies 
with the following regulations: 


Subsection C.1. Location 


a. The bottom of a sign consisting of a Digital Display as measured 
vertically shall be either: 


(1) Located between 35 and 75 feet above grade, as measured vertically; 
or 


(2) Located on a Marquee Sign 


As evident from “Exhibit A”, the proposed Digital Display will be located 
approximately 25 feet, 4 inches from grade level from the bottom of the sign 
frame and 28 feet, 7 inches from the top of the sign face, as measured 
vertically. This does not comply with the requirement that a Digital Display be 
located between 35 and 75 feet above grade. The applicant has requested a 
Specific Plan Exception to obtain relief from this standard. 


b. The top of a sign consisting of a Digital Display, as measured vertically, 
shall not be greater than 75 feet above grade. 


As evident from “Exhibit A”, the top of the proposed Digital Display Sign will be 
located approximately 28 feet, 7 inches from grade level, as measured 
vertically. Therefore, the proposed Digital Display Sign complies with this 
regulation. 


c. A Wall Sign consisting of a Digital Display shall: 


(1) Be located within the following locations, and only along block 
frontage that is controlled by a traffic signal: 


(a) Hollywood Boulevard between La Brea Avenue and Argyle 
Avenue; 
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(b) Cahuenga Boulevard between Hollywood Boulevard and Sunset 
Boulevard; 

(c) Sunset Boulevard between Cahuenga Boulevard and Gower 
Street; or 

(d) Vine Street between Yucca Street and Sunset Boulevard. 


(2) Be limited to a maximum of one Digital Display for each side of the 
block. 


As evident from “Exhibit “A”, the proposed sign will be a Digital Display Sign 
located on the roof and is therefore not a Wall Sign. The Applicant requests a 
Specific Plan Exception to provide a Digital Display Sign as a roof sign in lieu 
of a Wall Sign or a historic Marquee Sign. Although this Finding does not apply, 
the Project Site is located at 6710 West Hollywood Boulevard, which is 
between La Brea Avenue and Argyle Avenue. Furthermore, the proposed 
Digital Display Sign will be directly facing Hollywood Boulevard to the north, 
the block frontage that is controlled by a traffic signal. There are no other 
existing Digital Display Signs along the Project Site’s side of the block. As such, 
although the sign is not a wall sign, it substantially complies with the intent of 
this regulation. 


d. A Digital Display shall be permitted on any Marquee Sign, but only if the 
Marquee Sign proposed for conversion to a Digital Display was legally 
constructed prior to the effective date of this Ordinance. 


As evident from “Exhibit A”, the proposed sign will be a Digital Display Sign 
located on the roof. The project involves the construction of a new sign. 
Therefore, this regulation does not apply. 


Subsection C.2. Area. A Digital Display that is installed as a Wall Sign shall not 
exceed 300 square feet in area. A Digital Display that is installed as a Marquee 
Sign may replace the entire plastic message panel but shall be no larger than 
the sign panel which it replaces. 


As evident from “Exhibit A”, the proposed Digital Display Sign will be installed as on 
the roof and measures 40 square feet in area. Although this regulation does not apply, 
the proposed sign would not exceed 300 square feet. 


Subsection C.3. Illumination. Digital Displays shall have both a daytime and a 
nighttime illumination, and the nighttime illumination shall not be as bright as 
the daytime illumination. 


According to the findings submitted by the applicant, the LED display will have a 
daytime brightness of 7,000 NITS and will be programmed to automatically dim to 700 
NITS at night. As such, the proposed Digital Display will have a nighttime illumination 
which is less than the daytime illumination and the project complies with Section 7.C.3 
of the Supplemental Use District. 


4. The project incorporates mitigation measures, monitoring measures when necessary, 
or alternatives identified in the environmental review, which would mitigate the 
negative environmental effects of the project, to the extent physically feasible. 


The City of Los Angeles has determined based on the whole of the administrative record, that 
substantial evidence supports that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA 
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Guidelines Section 15311 (Class 11), and none of the exceptions to a categorical exemption 
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 applies. 


See Justification for Categorical Exemption Case No. ENV-2021-1165-CE in the case file for 
the narrative demonstrating that exceptions do not apply and the proposed project meets the 
six criteria under Class 11. 


Findings for Specific Plan Exception pursuant to LAMC 11.5.7 F. 


5. Strict compliance would result in practical difficulty or unnecessary hardship 
inconsistent with the purposes of the zoning restrictions, due to unique physical or 
topographic circumstances or conditions of design. 


The proposed project includes the installation of one (1) Digital Display Sign located on the 
roof of the Egyptian Theater in the Hollywood Signage Supplemental Use District (HSSUD). 
The proposed sign is 40 square feet and is located 25 feet, 4 inches above grade, as 
measured vertically. It is set back approximately 142 feet from the front lot line and faces 
Hollywood Boulevard. The sign will be used to announce movies and their showtimes at the 
Egyptian Theater and will change in conjunction with the scheduled programming. 


The project site is located within the HSSUD, which is an implementation tool of the Hollywood 
Community Plan and is intended to facilitate the placement of signage that is consistent with 
the character of the Hollywood Community, where signage has long been an integral part of 
architecture. 


Section 7.C of the HSSUD permits the installation of Digital Display Signs only as Wall Signs 
or on existing Marquee Signs; it does not permit such signs to be installed on the roof of a 
building. The proposed Digital Display would be located on the lower roof of the Egyptian 
Theater facing the forecourt. 


Additionally, Section 7.C.1 requires that Digital Display Wall Signs be located between 35 to 
75 feet above grade, as measured vertically. The proposed location of the Digital Display Sign 
is 25 feet, 4 inches above grade from the bottom of the sign frame and 28 feet, 7 inches from 
the top of the sign, as measured vertically. Since the proposed Digital Display Sign is not a 
wall sign, this regulation’s applicability is not obvious, however the applicant has requested a 
Specific Plan Exception to ensure that every possible regulation has been addressed through 
an entitlement. 


Section 5.B prohibits Solid Panel Roof Signs in the HSSUD. The applicant has requested a 
Specific Plan Exception to allow the installation of the proposed Digital Display Sign on the 
roof of the building. As defined by the HSSUD, a Solid Panel Roof Sign is “a type of Roof Sign 
consisting of one or more solid opaque panels that in the aggregate equal more than one- 
third of the overall area of the sign face”. Therefore, the proposed Digital Display Sign can be 
considered a Solid Panel Roof Sign and requires relief from the Supplemental Use District 
regulations. 


If the site were not within the boundaries of the HSSUD, it would be allowed a Roof Sign in 
the location depicted in “Exhibit A”, as it is located in the C4 Zone and the roof on which it is 
located is downward sloping and extends over the exterior wall of the building. The proposed 
sign is 40 square feet, set back approximately 142 feet from the front lot line, parallel to the 
face of the building, at least 10 feet from all interior lot lines, and is obscured from adjacent 
lots by high parapet walls that run along the interior lot lines. 
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The Egyptian Theater is placed at a practical disadvantage due to unique physical 
circumstances. As a building with multiple historic designations, a deep interior courtyard, and 
a theater that does not feature an existing marquee, it is limited in terms of the type of signage 
that it can use to announce movies and showtimes. The historic designations of the theater 
mean that a Digital Display Wall Sign would not be appropriate on many of the potential 
locations along the building façade. As noted in the report prepared by Historic Resources 
Group, dated May 26, 2023, a box sign previously existed in the place of the proposed sign 
and was utilized to announce films which were currently being shown. The proposed sign 
alludes to this previous sign but is not an identical recreation of the sign, and as such, is not 
considered a restored historic sign. This type of sign serves an essential function for the 
theater patrons and if this sign were to be located along the façade of the structure, it could 
result in the loss of historic character. The report notes that “the west wall of the forecourt 
adjacent to the portico is the location of the most significant decorative arts feature of the 
exterior of the building: a large polychrome mural that was replicated from archival 
photographs”. The placement of a modest digital display sign atop of the portico is the best 
historic preservation alternative because it provides an essential service to the theater use 
without compromising the historic character of the building façade. 


Similarly, the deep outdoor courtyard that leads from Hollywood Boulevard to the building 
means that the potential locations for a Digital Display Sign close to the front lot line are limited. 
The lack of an existing marquee means that the only way that the applicant could install an 
HSSUD-compliant Digital Display would be as a Wall Sign. Even if an appropriate location for 
a Wall Sign was identified, the building itself does not contain façade area that is greater than 
35 feet in height, which is the minimum height required for a Digital Display Wall Sign by the 
HSSUD. Thus, there are unique physical circumstances that do not generally apply to other 
developments within the HSSUD, including historic theaters as well as general commercial 
buildings. Therefore, strict conformance with the HSSUD results in practical difficulties and 
unnecessary hardships inconsistent with the general purposes and intent of the HSSUD. 


6. Strict compliance would deprive the applicant of privileges enjoyed by owners of 
similarly zoned property. 


As mentioned, the proposed project includes the installation of one (1) Digital Display Sign 
located on the roof of the Egyptian Theater in the Hollywood Signage Supplemental Use 
District. The proposed sign is 40 square feet and is located 25 feet, 4 inches above grade 
from the bottom of the sign frame, as measured vertically. It is set back approximately 142 
feet from the front lot line and faces Hollywood Boulevard. The sign will be used to announce 
movies and showtimes for the Egyptian Theater and will be updated in conjunction with the 
scheduled programming. 


The project site is located within the HSSUD, which is an implementation tool of the Hollywood 
Community Plan and is intended to facilitate the placement of signage that is consistent with 
the character of the Hollywood Community, where signage has long been an integral part of 
architecture. 


Section 7.C of the HSSUD permits the installation of Digital Display Signs only as Wall Signs 
or on existing Marquee Signs; it does not permit such signs to be installed on the roof of a 
building. The proposed Digital Display would be located on the lower roof of the Egyptian 
Theater. 


Additionally, Section 7.C.1 requires Digital Display Wall Signs to be located between 35 to 75 
feet above grade, as measured vertically. The proposed location of the Digital Display sign is 
25 feet, 4 inches above grade from the bottom of the sign and 28 feet, 7 inches from the top 
of the sign, as measured vertically. Since the proposed Digital Display sign is not a wall sign, 
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this regulation’s applicability is not obvious, however the applicant has requested a Specific 
Plan Exception to ensure that every possible regulation has been addressed through an 
entitlement. 


Section 5.B prohibits Solid Panel Roof Signs in the HSSUD. The applicant has requested a 
Specific Plan Exception to allow the installation of the proposed Digital Display Sign on the 
roof of the building. As defined by the HSSUD, a Solid Panel Roof Sign is “a type of Roof Sign 
consisting of one or more solid opaque panels that in the aggregate equal more than one- 
third of the overall area of the sign face”. Therefore, the proposed Digital Display can be 
considered a Solid Panel Roof Sign and requires relief from the Supplemental Use District 
regulations. 


If the site were not within the boundaries of the HSSUD, it would be allowed a Roof Sign in 
the location depicted in “Exhibit A”, as it is located in the C4 Zone and the roof on which it is 
located is downward sloping and extends over the exterior wall of the building. The proposed 
sign is 40 square feet, set back approximately 142 feet from the front lot line, parallel to the 
face of the building, at least 10 feet from all interior lot lines, and is obscured from adjacent 
lots by high parapet walls that run along the interior lot lines. 


Hollywood Boulevard has historically been associated with the entertainment industry, 
specifically the film and television industries, and has long featured a high concentration of 
theater venues. Some of the theaters in the vicinity include the El Capitan Theater, the 
Chinese Theater, the Ritz Theater (currently the Hologram USA Theater, per Google Maps), 
the Fox Theater (most recently a nightclub), the Vogue Theater (currently the Vogue 
Multicultural Theater), and the Pantages Theater, among many others. Like the Egyptian 
Theater, all of these theaters are located on sites in the C4 Zone. Many of these theaters 
feature a marquee on the facade of the building, which permits those still operating as theaters 
to easily announce the movies and showtimes for their programming. 


The Egyptian Theater does not feature a marquee and has not since at least the 1990s. The 
theater did not feature a marquee when it opened to the public in 1922; however, various 
marquees were added and removed along the front lot line between 1922 and until the theater 
underwent renovations in 1998 and 1999 that restored the exterior to its original appearance. 


The Egyptian Theater is known for its deep outdoor courtyard that leads from Hollywood 
Boulevard to the entrance of the theater, which spans roughly 142 linear feet, as measured 
from the front lot line to the portico of the theater. Unlike many other historic theaters along 
Hollywood Boulevard, whose facades are built up to the front lot line, the Egyptian Theater’s 
deep open courtyard does not lend itself to a marquee and does not feature an existing one. 
The applicant’s consultations with the Office of Historic Resources also led to the conclusion 
that a Roof Sign would be more appropriate than a Wall Sign, given the historic designation 
of the Egyptian Theater and photographic evidence (as shown in the Technical Report 
prepared by Historic Resources Group, May 26, 2023) that a roof sign that used to announce 
movies and showtimes once existed in the same location on the roof of the theater during the 
1920s. However, Digital Displays within the HSSUD are only permitted as Wall Signs or on 
existing Marquee Signs, which limits the ability for the applicant to install a Digital Display that 
can announce movies and showtimes; the applicant has also noted that a Digital Display is 
needed in order to easily change the movie titles and showtimes as films are rotated in and 
out for exhibition. 


The applicant is seeking signage that is appropriate in size and scale to the building. The 
restriction of Digital Displays as Wall or existing Marquee Signs is not conducive to a historic 
theater building with no existing marquee. Similarly, the height restriction of 35 to 75 feet for 
a Digital Display sign does not account for historic theaters from the early 20" century that 
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were rarely more than 35 feet in height. The Exception request for a Solid Panel Roof sign 
represents the most significant of the requests, given that Solid Panel Roof signs are not 
permitted in the HSSUD. However, as proposed and conditioned, the Digital Display roof sign 
would meet the requirements for a Roof Sign pursuant to LAMC Section 14.4.13. Additionally, 
the location of the sign at the deepest point of the courtyard and the high parapet walls that 
run along the interior lot lines ensure that the proposed Digital Display sign would not be easily 
viewed from the public right-of-way unless one is standing directly in front of the project site, 
along Hollywood Boulevard. The granting of the requested Exceptions would allow the 
applicant to announce programming in the same way that other historic theaters along 
Hollywood Boulevard are able to. Therefore, strict compliance would deprive the applicant of 
privileges enjoyed by owners of similarly zoned property. 


7. An exception would not constitute a grant of special privilege. 


The proposed Digital Display Sign located on the roof of the Egyptian Theater directly serves 
the primary intent of the HSSUD by “[promoting] appropriate and economically viable signage 
which coordinates with the architectural elements of the building on which signage is located 
[and]...[complimenting] and [protecting] the character-defining features of historic buildings”. 
The applicant has conferred with the Office of Historic Resources on the proposed signage 
and has presented the proposal to the Cultural Heritage Commission (CHC) on multiple 
occasions. The Office of Historic Resources has communicated through their communication 
on August 11, 2023 that it is not opposed to the proposal and the applicant has made efforts 
to address feedback conveyed by CHC. 


The proposed rooftop Digital Display Sign used for announcing movies and showtimes reflects 
the common occurrence of signs used for the same purpose at other historic theaters. The 
unique history and architectural style of the Egyptian Theater mean that a Digital Display 
Marquee Sign is not possible, as the site does not contain an existing marquee, and a Digital 
Display Wall Sign is restricted by the need to show regard for the building’s historic 
architecture. The proposed Digital Display Sign serves a similar purpose to signs at other 
historic theaters along Hollywood Boulevard in the HSSUD and the granting of the Exception 
will convey a right to the site that is enjoyed by other similar uses in the vicinity. The signage 
will be highly integrated into the existing architecture of the building, to the degree that it seeks 
to emulate a previous rooftop sign in the same location and used for the same purposes. 
Therefore, the granting of an Exception does not constitute a grant of special privilege. 


CEQA Finding 


The City of Los Angeles has determined based on the whole of the administrative record, that 
substantial evidence supports that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15311 (Class 11), and none of the exceptions to a categorical exemption 
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 applies. 


See Justification for Categorical Exemption Case No. ENV-2021-1165-CE in the case file for 
the narrative demonstrating that exceptions do not apply and the proposed project meets the 
six criteria under Class 11. 
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LOS ANGELES CITY PLANNING APPEAL FILING PROCEDURES 


Entitlement and CEQA appeals may be filed using either the Online Application System (OAS) or 
in person Drop Off at DSC (Development Services Center). 


Online Application System: The OAS (https://planning.lacity.org/oas) allows appeals to be 
submitted entirely electronically online; fee payment is by credit card or e-check. 


Drop off at DSC: Appeals of this determination can be submitted in person at the Metro or Van 
Nuys DSC locations, and payment can be made by credit card or check. City Planning has 
established drop-off areas at the DSCs with physical boxes where appellants can drop off appeal 
applications; alternatively, appeal applications can be filed with staff at DSC public counters. 
Appeal applications must be on the prescribed forms, and accompanied by the required fee and 
a copy of the determination letter. Appeal applications shall be received by the DSC public counter 
and paid for on or before the above date or the appeal will not be accepted. 


Forms are available online at http://planning.lacity.org/development-services/forms. Public offices 
are located at: 


Metro DSC Van Nuys DSC West Los Angeles DSC 
(213) 482-7077 (818) 374-5050 (CURRENTLY CLOSED) 
201 N. Figueroa Street 6262 Van Nuys Boulevard (310) 231-2901 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 Van Nuys, CA 91401 1828 Sawtelle Boulevard 


West Los Angeles, CA 90025 


City Planning staff may follow up with the appellant via email and/or phone if there are any 
questions or missing materials in the appeal submission, to ensure that the appeal package is 
complete and meets the applicable Los Angeles Municipal Code provisions. 


An appeal application must be submitted and paid for before 4:30 PM (PST) on the final 
day to appeal the determination. Should the final day fall on a weekend or legal City holiday, 
the time for filing an appeal shall be extended to 4:30 PM (PST) on the next succeeding working 
day. Appeals should be filed early to ensure that DSC staff members have adequate time to 
review and accept the documents, and to allow appellants time to submit payment. 


QR Code to Online QR Code to Forms 
Appeal Filing for In-Person Filing 
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